
Celebrating Survival: Tibetan Cultural Festival in Support of  

Earthquake Relief in Yushu 

 
(Vancouver, May 28, 2010): On April 14, 2010, a devastating magnitude 6.9 earthquake struck Jyekundo, 
also known as Yushu Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, Qinghai Province, China. According to China’s 
Xinhua News Agency, 2 220 are confirmed dead and 12 135 injured. Unofficial eye witness accounts 
indicate that the death toll may be thousands higher.  At least 80% of homes were destroyed, and 
survivors are struggling to rebuild amidst the devastation. 
 
This tragedy has touched the hearts of humanitarians worldwide, and has impacted Tibetan people in 
deeply personal ways. The population of the quake hit region is 97% Tibetan, including relatives and 
loved ones of some British Columbia based Tibetans. Immediately after receiving news of the quake, 
Tibetans from surrounding regions flocked to the quake zone to provide material, spiritual, and moral 
support, and Tibetans in the global diaspora began collecting donations to support relief efforts.  
 
The Tibetan Cultural Society of British Columbia (TCS) and Tsengdok Rinpoche (head of Tsengdok 
Monastery, Vancouver) were in the midst of planning a public festival to celebrate and share Tibet’s 
vibrant culture, as it lives within Tibetans of BC. On hearing news of the earthquake they immediately 
redirected their intention, deciding that all proceeds would be directed to relief efforts. 
 

“If every one of us can help people in need, even a little, it will make this world a more beautiful 
place for everyone”, said Tsengdok Rinpoche. “Right now, the people of Yushu region are in 
desperate need. Come join us to celebrate the uniqueness of Tibetan culture, and help people in 
Yushu." 

 
Tibet Fest is a celebration of culture and community, and a call to action in support of earthquake 
survivors.  All the proceeds from this event will be donated to Machik for their work on earthquake 
relief.  They direct 100% of all such funds received towards the relief effort. 
For more information on this organization:  www.machik.org 
 
EVENT DETAILS: 
Date:    Sunday July 11, 2010 
Time:    10:00 a.m. to midnight 
Location:   Van Dusen Botanical Garden, Floral Room, 5251 Oak Street, Vancouver 
Admission by Donation: $5.00 (suggested) 
Contact:   604-726-3869, info@tsengdokrinpoche.com   
 
The packed program includes Tibetan food, music, dance, films, and sacred arts such as sand mandala, 
butter sculpture, and thangka painting.    
 
Event information: http://www.tsengdokrinpoche.com/Yushu-Earthquake.htm  
Event Program: 
http://www.tsengdokrinpoche.com/pdf/July%2011%20Tibet%20Fest%20Program%20Schedule.pdf  
 
On April 25, 2010, TCS, Tsengdok Monastery, non-profit organizations, Buddhist groups and concerned 
individuals, came together in Vancouver to form a coalition, ά/ƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ 
¸ǳǎƘǳκWȅŜƪǳƴŘƻέ (http://rebuildyushu.org). This fundraising event is in solidarity with coalition 
members and in support of their work. Member organizations of the coalition will be present at Tibet 
Fest to provide information and answer questions about their work. Donations are welcome on July 11 at 
Tibet Fest, or through the organizations websites. For more information and links to member 
organizations, refer to http://rebuildyushu.org and click “donate”. 

Tsengdok Monastery:  www.tsengdokrinpoche.com 
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